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EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF 
THE AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY. 



"Sometime in August last [1842] an informal meeting 
of a few gentlemen, interested in Oriental Literature, was 
held at the office of John Pickering, Esq. in Boston, to 
consider the practicability and expediency of forming an 
American Oriental Society. After some conversation it was 
decided to make the experiment, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to report a Constitution ; and the meeting was ad- 
journed to the 7th of September. A Constitution was ac- 
cordingly reported at the adjourned meeting ; and, after some 
discussion of its details, was recommitted for the purpose of 
introducing some amendments suggested in the course of con- 
versation. The Society was then organized by the choice 
of officers, and proceeded to the election of members. 

"On the 13th of October, a meeting of the Society was 
held, (at the office of John Pickering, Esq. the President,) 
and the amended Constitution, with a code of By-Laws, was 
reported and accepted. At this meeting additional members 
were elected, and the President of the Society was requested 
to deliver a discourse at the first annual meeting to be held in 
May. 

" An act of Incorporation having been applied for, and 
obtained from the Legislature at the last Session, the first 
meeting of the incorporated Society was held on the 7th of 
April, at the house of J. J. Dixwell, Esq. the Treasurer ; 
the Constitution was re-adopted, with some amendments, 
and the Society was organized under the act by the election 
of officers." 



